The Story of British Diplomacy
influence become a court favourite at Madrid. In 1725 he conducted an international transaction which was to change the entire European situation. His title of "Duke" formed the reward given him for his secret treaty between the Emperor Charles VI. and Philip V. of Spain. Thus, at least for a time, was closed that rivalry between two monarchs which had distracted Europe not less seriously than had the aggrandising ambition of Louis XIV. This compact also recognised the Pragmatic Sanction, which had been fully ratified in 1725, and which settled the Austrian succession on the eldest daughter of Charles VL, Maria Theresa. Ripperda's personal peculiarities, his exaggerated contempt for seriousness of conviction and earnestness of purpose, and the rapidity with which he ran the gamut of religious professions, from Popery, through Protestantism to the Moslemism in which he died, do not inspire respect. The man himself must rank among the great international forces of his time. The mere mention of the Pragmatic Sanction and Maria Theresa in connection with his Franco-Spanish treaty of 1725 associates him with events that left an abiding mark on the international relationships of Europe.
Stanhope, as has been seen, had for his Continental contemporary Alberoni, whom he overthrew with little encouragement from his fellow-Whig, Walpole, In foreign affairs, Stanhope and Walpole, his successor, were rivals, often occupied with the same set of international problems. With Ripperda, it now remained for Walpole himself from time to time to deal. In foreign politics Walpole was the first statesman on the Whig side whose sole aim was to keep England clear
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